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UH, FELICIA, 
I'D LIKE TO GO. 
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HAT THEY DIDN'T 
ICE THAT THEIR. 

IOSSES_WERE BEATEN-- 

THE BATTLE'S OVER/, 


MEAN, YOUVE GOTTA BE 
AWFULLY CALLOUS TO BUST UP 
A SCENE LIKE THE CAT OND 


a\ CALLOUS, Y 

AND GOLD! 
Si ee 
IN FACT-~ 
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~-THAT I THINK 
IT's TIME YOU 


SPIDEY'S TAKING CARE OF ME, I 
27KE THAT! BOING 
<>) HERE 
NOW = KNOW I 
WASN'T WRONG 
IN COMING BACK 
TO HIM! 


psy SPIDER-MAN HAD TO RIP OFF DR. 
TOPUS'S METAL ARMS TO PREVENT HIM, 
FROM SETTING OFF A NEUTRON BOMB* == 


iT THE DOCTOR IS SCRE: 
Rie We COST HIS ABAL Al ft 


TOWARDS THE NEUTRON BOMB 
a a rr 
Becton Sejosu 5 Must ABLE 
TO THEM MENTALLY / 
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YOU'LL PAY FOR THAT, 
LITTLE GIRL’ 


BY ARE! 


Hi 
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RIPBING 
ey 
ocTorus! > 


NO ONE CAN STAND, 
iN HIS: WAY. 


SPIDER-MAN TURNS. 5 JARDL. 
HIS ATTENTION TO Lh i ti AMY, 
THE BLACK CAT. 


‘SHE'S BEEN 
SHOT AND 
‘STABBED/ 
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INTO THE NIGHT! 
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INSTANTLY, THE HOSPITAL'S TRAUMA TEAM GALVANIZES INTO ACTION. 
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BS 
+n FLOODING HER COLLAPSE! 
TUNad Wirt At. ? (ol 


and Hey! ARE 
Wen | YOU AWAKE? 


THAT GIRL WOULD SURELY 
4 N 


sR RTP ne eB. 


TAMIR TERLORE AECL MEEBO tice. | [AOS SOON SWINGING OFF To cE EAR] 
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PETER PARKER 
ISN'T HERE YET! S| 
MAYBE HE’: | 
AFRAID TO COME! 
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ON THE 
PRINCIPLE 
THAT'S BEHIND THE 

IVENESS OF SPIDER-, 
CHEMICAL WEBBING! 
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HH, STEVE! How PETER, | HIM, PHIL 
: PARK! 2] Comes tHe NStOPPY 
af ni me RIKER DIDEA CRCHOLAR” NOW! 
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A | So 
A |__ BUSINESS... 


IESTY PAPERS FOR 
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ED THE LAST 
HONTO THe RIVERS 


HEY, BE Quiet! 
His 15 

“HOSPITAL ZONE", 
REMEMBER? 
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SH- SHE CAN'T HEA\ 

ME_NOW-SCAN'T Hi, 

ME TELL HER HOW 
LOVELY SHE LOOKS... 
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CAN'T HEAR ME 
SAY HOW SORRY 
T AM THAT. 
COULDN'T KEEP THIS 
FROM HAPPENING 
TO HERS 


4, PEOPLE LIKE 
iY_UNCLE BEN, 
AND FELICIA. 


CAN'T DO \ / 


NY THING 
BRCEDT WEEP. 


Dear Tom, 
‘In Its 69 Issue run, SPECTACULAR 
SPIDER-MAN has experienced few issues 


that could be considered superior to PPTSS 
#69. Both the script and the artistry fairly 
leaped off the page with excitement, drama 
and emotion. Bill Mantio's powerfully con- 
ceived plot was complemented and aug- 
mented by the superb rendering of Ed Han- 
nigan and Al Milgrom. CLOAK & DAGGER: 
have certainly captured my interest and at- 
tention — comparing and contrasting them 
with Spider-Man serves to enhance the 
meaning of their actions and to define their 
characters. The personal reflections, the 
violent action, the realistic dialogue, the in- 
ternal questioning, the straining emotions 
and the overall atmosphere of Vital urgency 
swept this reader headlong into an involving 
and compelling adventure. Now that 
CLOAK & DAGGER have crossed that thin 
line between vigilantism and murder (at 
least that’s the way it seemed to me), their 
future appearances should be real hum- 


are Wallace Lee Hopkins 
Box 428 
Glen Carbon, IL 62034 


‘They will bet 


Dear Spectacular People, 

There are a few questions I'd like to ask 
about Cloak & Dagger. For one thing, they 
are supposed to be two runaway kids, yet 
they look and act like adults in PPTSS #69. 
Also, they were presumably strangers when 
they gained their powers, yet they seem to 
‘operate with the same unity as the Fantastic 
Four. the ever thoughtful Marvelite 
which lam, I've ve natually Some up wih some 
logical explanations. 

(1) The chemicals which gave them their 
respective powers also speeded up their 
aging process. This just might be a fitting 
way to end their careers early, should you 
decide to do so. 

(2) Their extreme unity can be explained 
by the fact that they sutfered through the 
awtul trauma of mutation together, just as 
the Fantastic Four did. | think that's a 
‘stronger bond than any of us could ever 


how 5 Peter Dubovsky 


Peter, | outs guess that your second 
‘explanation | closer to the truth! 

Dear Tom: 

Concerning Peter Parker, The Spectacu- 
lar Spider-Man #69... 

‘Thank you for @ most retreshing issue, 
particularly the retum of Cloak & Dagger. 
Howaver, | would like to draw your attention 
to a little subplot that has been building for 
the past couple of issues. Namely, the dis- 
covery by one Debra Whitman of Peter 
Parker's secret identity. It will be interesting 
to see what happens between these two in- 
dividuals, but Iam extremely concerned for 
the young lady's life. 

| have noticed a disturbing pattern in the 
life of young Peter. It seems that when any- 
one either falls in love with him or discovers 
the truth his alter ego, something 
drastic to that person. Something 
usually along the line of death, brain dam- 
‘age, and other minor diseases. Such was 
the case with Gwen Stacy, Captain Stacy, 


Madam Web, Norman Osbom (this one may 
be justified), The Black Cat (she still has 
seven lives), and that creep, Carrion (that 
‘guy was sick). By both loving Peter and 
knowing his secret, Debra Whitman has 
signed her own death warrant. However... 

Although this and other patterns have 
been discovered in the Marvel universe, 
there are godlike beings which can change 
them, Beings more powerful than the Earth 
deities, more powerful than Galactus, more 
Powerful than the Celestials, even more 
powerlul than Eternity himself. Who could 
these Gods be? 

They're called writers, artists, editors and 
the pantheon chief, the Editor-in-Chief. 
Therefore, | now submit a prayer of request 
and suggestion: 

PLEASE ‘DON'T KILL OEBRA WHIT- 
MAN! SHE DOESN'T: DESERVE IT! 

1. You could have Debra get along with 
Peter as good friends with Peter knowing 
that Debra knows (it would be ditferent, but 
not damaging.) 

2. You could have Debra keep silent and 
protect Peter's identity when he gets in a 
tight spot. 

'8. They could become lovers (Peter can't 
be a loser foraver.) 

4. Debra could have amnesia, or have her 
memory wiped in some way. 

5. Other. 


Irealize that | am of no significance to you 

when it comes to making such a decision, 

but | thought that you should know that 

somewhere out there, is someone who 

doesn't want to see another death on 
Peter's head. Thank you for your time, 

Tom Piddock 

2850 Deik Rd. Apt. 1- 

Marietta, GA 30067 

On the contrary, Tom, the opinions of 
our readers are very significant to us. We 
hope you approved of what happened to 
Debra Whitman in issue #74, 

Dear Tom, 

Please cast my vote for Cloak & Dagger 
getting their own mag! 

The whole concept, the potential for de- 
velopment, the possibilities stagger the 
mind! 

They are one exciting team — please 
treat them well 

James Atchison 
1030 Atlantic #310 
% St Paul, MN 65108 

We will, James! In fact, they'll soon be 
appearing in their very own four Issue 
mini-series! Watch tor it! 


Tom: 

It fell like an eternity (or two) between the 
first appearance of Cloak & Dagger and their 
long-awaited return to the pages of SPEC 
TACULAR SPIDER-MAN in issue #69, 
However, they are back, and for that | thank 
you. 

I believe these two quasi-heroes (for that 
Is what they really are) are the most original 
creations Marvel has come out with since 
Dazzler, and maybe even before that! | must 
admit | was rather sad to see the demise of 
Silvermane, but that’s life (er, in this case, 
death). 

However, I certainly hope Cloak & Dagger 
fare not about to follow in Silvermane's 
footsteps. In WHAT IF #34,"there was.a re- 


view of four upcoming issues from four dif- 

ferent tiles, with SPECTACULAR SPIDER- 

MAN being one of them. To make a long 

story short, on that cover, our two new 

young heroes look somewhat the worse for 

‘wear after what appears to have been a bat- 

tie with @ deadly-looking cyborg-character. 

‘The question “Is thie the end of Cloak and 
Dagger?" can also be seen 

‘C'mon, you guys. Don'tscare me like that. 

You've got something good here, |hope you 

haven't messed it all up! 

Conrad P. Felber 

P.O. Box 2347 

Cochrane, Ontario 

Canada, POL 1Co 

You be the judge, Conrad. Have we—? 


Hi, guys! 
Iyreally enjoyed SPECTACULAR SPID- 
ER-MAN #70, especially since all the 
Spider-Man titles now seem to be meshing 
(finally!) 
From the clues dropped this issue, ‘have have 
‘a pretty good idea what shackles bind 
& Dagger. Distr Batons ahorownioe. 
ment — Cloak to darkness, Dagger to light 
— as well as each being symbiotically 
bound to the other. That is, they need to be 
together in order to give each other strength; 
Cloak strengthens Dagger in darkness, she 
supports him in light. Apparently they have 
to be close to do this. How close? Fodder for 
future issues, | suppose. Now what would 
happen if Cloak & Dagger were teamed-up 
with, or pitted against, Dazzler or the 
we Vincent Burch 
2424 E. Denny Way 
Seattle, WA 98122 
Hmmm... 


Dear Tom, 

{just wanted to drop you a line letting you 
know how much I've enjoyed the fine work 
you've been doing dn your SPECTACULAR, 
SPIDER-MAN covers lately. Instead of the 
same old tired layouts, your cover arthas, of 
{at, been exploring new horizons in design, 
You've attracted thle reader's attention. | 

you continue to do 80, 
he best so far have been the cots of 


drop on #66 to convey cover copy was most 
original. PPTSS #68 was also nice, as 
the action taking place was really a retiec- 
tion in the Robotmaster's eye-lens. And, 
most recently, PPTSS.#70's cover — with 
the logo hidden behind Spider-Man's eye- 
silts, and the mask ripped away to reveal the 
‘art — was innovative and interesting as well. 
In this age of all-too-substandard comic 
fare, i's nice to see some originality ex- 
pressed in cover art, All | can say Is thank 
Youto Messrs. Hannigan and Milgrom... and 
(ep up the good work! Bilan 


25 Wanamaker Avenue 
Mahwah, NJ.07430 
Go easy on the praise, Bob... or you'll 
have both of those guys asking for 
another raise! 
See you next month! 


Tom DeFalco 


BULLPEN 
BULLETINS 


CLARIFICATIONS 

Michelinie here, Jim. Look, | know you've got 
tough job riding herd on the most creative 
bunch of loonies in the funnybook business, and 
understand how the ol’ gray matter can start to 
fray a bit at the edges. But what's all this about 
wanting me to quest-write & segment of “Bal 
peen Bulletins”? | mean, come on! What're you 
Tunning, a comic book company or a hardware 
store?!? Since when did Thorbecome a majority 
stockholder? And hey, what's next? Roto-tler 
reviews? The Amazing Spider-Wrench? Texas 
Chainsaw Comics And Sto—eh? What's that? 
You say, “Bullpen Bulletins”? Oh. Well, that’s dif- 
ferent. 

Never mind, 


HE AIN'T HEAVY— 
HE'S MY SMITH-CORONA 

(Ahem) Hi. This is David Micholinie, scripter of 
Marvel's epaoe-epanning sage, end like 
thank my buddy, Jim “Straight” Shooter, 
lowing me this opportunity te hammer outa few 
of my pripes. To strke a blow, as it were, for 
‘equal time and to really hit the nail on the head 
about a few of the more concerns that 
are rating erounc n what | oneatly boteve to 
be my brain. First topic: ‘the writer in 
Comige today cute amply Tm fed-ap with 
being treated like a second-class citizen in this 
biz. Just go to any major comics convention and 
pon lapori deren inborn 

writers to do @ paragraph for them? How 

ny times do you see a seript bringing top dol 

Jar at an auction’? How many times do you see a 

nubile young comics groupie blowing into a writ 

er's ear? You'd think that us hard-working type 

Jockeys would get our fair share of adulation, but 
Annodooo! 

{tall goes to those furshlugginer pretty-boy 
artist! And why? What did they do to deserve the 
Heaven's Gift superstar treatment? Nothing! 
Oh, sure, some of them went to art school, and 
most had fo learn anatomy and perspective and 
brush control and composition and dumb stufl 
like that. But look what we overlooked and over- 
taxed scribes have had to lear: words! And 
even beyond thal, we're supposed to make 
‘sense with them! Sheesh! I guess what I mreally 
trying to say is that it's easy to be an artist, espe- 


cially a comics artist. And as proof, I've worked: 
tp he, maopoaryng etten Stat 
any can draw comics. | trust 

themselves. ‘Nuff said. 


Hulk angry «Hulk sad Hulk dead 


APPLE PIE DEPT. 
Hi, Mom. 


MICHELINIE DIES 

That's right, | did try touching up the prema- 
ture gray at my temples a while back, but I've 
singe let my bruin-brown locks revert to their nat- 
Ural salt-and-chocolate splendor. | figure the 
touch of gray makes me look intellectual, and 
that should impress all of the groupies who 
look me up after seeing my Hulk sketches. 
(Betcha an artist wouldn't have thought of that!) 


‘STAN LEE GIVES BIRTH 

‘Another grips I'd like to get off my chest is the 
indiscriminate use of deceptive copy just to get 
the reader's attention. | mean, how cheap can 
you get? What's a reader to think when he orshe 
‘Ses “Bomb Hits Avengers Mansion!” plastered 
all over an Avengers cover, only to find that the 
story inside Is about Simon Willams trying out 
his new night-olub act on his hapless friencis? 
This misleading and deceitful use of words 
(808? | told you they were important!) is both 
reprehensible and an ingult to our loyal readers. 
‘Only a microscopic mind would think to use such 
base trickery, and | say we should keep this kind 
0f foolishness out of comics! Hear, hear! 


DELIBERATE DAVE'S SOAPBOX 


Hmm, let's see, I'm not attending any conven- 
tions this month, haven't been invited to any ita- 
lian Book Fairs, ! haven't married 


and I'm ‘sure that | don’t have any 
children. So, tquess I'ljust have to fil up the rest 
of this, ih News about my upcoming 


ro- 
jects. The most exciting project (well, /find it ex- 
‘ling is the pair of mini-series Im working on for 
publication in 1983. The first is a quartet of Won- 
der Man solo adventures, in which Simon Wi- 
liams becomes an ace trouble-shooter for the 
newly-formed Cordco, inc. — an experimental 
Subsidiary’ of Stark International that explores 
territory where no man, woman, gnome, mutant 
‘oF certified public accountant has gone before. 
This one’s already plotied, and is currently walt- 
ing for Jubilant John Romita, Jr. to take time 
from penciling that spiderperson to lend 


Wondy his magic touch, The second mini-series 
is in its earlier stages, but will star none other 
than everyone's favor electronics tinkerer and 
movie buff, The Astonishing Ant-Man!\can'tsay 
much about this one, except that it will have 
Scott Lang setting up his own business and will 
feature the first appearance of Mrs. Scott Lang! 

Other than that, | will be pencilling a fill-in 
issue of X-Men soon, and am slated to take over 
the inking on Fantastic Four next. month, My 
latest book, "Drawing Comics The Michelinio 
Way’ enould bo inthe stores by the tine you 
ead thi--eh? Jim! What's wrong? No! Put that 
sledge hammer down! This is my typewriter! It's 
my G#RY'#SGUOPJEFS8))o# %el 


AFTERMATH 
Hello. This is Jim Shooter. We're sorry that 
David was unable to finish this column, but his 


. uh... broke. We do apologize and 
Poe net youl be Back ter Buleon Banetha 


Blas 


‘know | wil, 


‘THE HYPE BOX 
AVENGERS #229 — ROGER STERN, AL MiL- 
‘GROM end BRETT BREEDING bring you the fate 
‘ol Henry Pym, when “The Final Curtain” fale on, 
fis tial. Be hare for the most shocking events of all 
In the Me of one of Marvel's first and most tragic — 


BIZARRE ADVENTURES #34 — Special Bizarre 
Christmas issue brings lots of Yuletide fear, cour- 
oay of MARK GRUENWALD, STEVEN GRANT, 
PAUL SMITH, MICHAEL ‘CARLIN, LARRY 
HAMA, MARIE SEVERIN, BILL SIENKIEWICZ, 
‘AL MILGROM, HOWARD CHAYKIN and @ car: 
{oad of other holy git-givers. 

‘THE NEW MUTANTS #1 — tts hore at last, and 
well worth the wait ~ the first issue of the adven- 
{ures of Professor X's al-new band of teen-age 
heroes, They're young, unsure of theic powers ~ 
{and of their reason for being together. Will they 
make the grade? Find out ae CHRIS CLAREM- 
ONT, BOB McLEOD and MIKE GUSTOVICH 
chronicie the new team’s adventures 

SPIDEY MEETS SUBBIE (In the funny papers!) 
Se ee ceca! 
Spidey mects The Sub-Mariner in an all-now to- 
tally diferent adventure trier. your local paper 
int running the web-slingers adventures, drop 
their comics editor a tine and toll im to get with 
We con't want you to be culturally deprived one 
minute longer! 


‘THE MIGHTY MARVEL CHECKLIST 


(C MARVEL TWOAN-ONE #97 — The Thing, 
and tron Man. 

Cl TEAM AMERICA #10 

 SPIDER-WOMAN #48 

KING CONAN #16 

 DAZ2LER #25 

KAZAA #24 

Dl DAREDEViL #192 

1 RED SONJA #2 

Cl AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #2398 

( CAPTAIN AMERICA #279 

1 THOR #329 

( MICROMAUTS 461 

0 GHOST RIDER #78 

[5 MOON KNIGHT #29 

INDIANA JONES #3 

Dl INCREDIBLE HULK #281 

(AVENGERS #229 

CONAN #144 

C) MARVEL TALES #149—Roprints AMAZING 
‘SPIDER-MAN #12by STAN LEE and STEVE 
DITKO. 

1 X-MEN #167 

ROM #40 

5) POWER MANIRON FIST #91 

CG. JOE ee 

G FANTASTIC FOUR #252 

Cl) MARVEL TEAM-UP #126— Spider-Man and 
the Watcher! 

IRON MAN #168 

0 PETER PARKER, THE SPECTACULAR 
‘SPIDER-MAN #76 

Ol DEFENDERS #117 


MARVEL FANFARE #7 
(MARVEL GRAPHIC NOVELS 


[2 THE STAR SLAMMERS — Story and art by 
WALT SIMONSON, 


‘SPECIAL EVENTS 


[] DOCTOR STRANGE SPECIAL EDITION #1 
— Reprinting, in a high quality format, STEVE 
ENGLEHART and) FRANK BRUNNER's 
classic Sliver Dagger stories. from Doctor 
Strange #'s 1-5. 

5) WARLOCK #4 — Re-presenting Warlock #3 
12, 13 and 14, bY JIM STARLIN, 

(CO DREADSTAR #2 — Continuing JIM 
STARLIN’s extraterrestrial saga, 

(THE HULK V8. QUASIMODO #1 —Our own 

‘of the first episode of the Incredible 
Hulk animated TV series, 


SO DON'T 
TICKLE. 


f 
AWHILE -- y 
OkAYE 0h \h 
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PTHOUT EVE 
BU OUT een eget Ne 
BEGINS TO LAUGH... 


iy AND. SHOUT 
HS Gear Tobe 
TO THE SKIES. 


BOLT! GET THAT 
HYPODERMIC 
AWAY FROM ME/, 


